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Abstract The Huanghekou sag located in the southeast of Bohai Sea waters is cut through at the center by the
west branch of the Tanlu fault zong fom ing a strke-slip transfom belt in the central uplift This bels according to
recent exploration results is considered as one of the key hydrocabon-bearng structural zones n the sag Studies
on the structures and their evolutionary characteristics in the bely in addition to the analysis of the hydrocathon ac-
cumu lation patiems nside the belf ndicate that the transform ation belt controls hydrocatbon accumulation in the
central uplift through controlling the developm ent of traps the distribution of sandbodies and the fomation of car
rier systans The controlling effect of the transform belt is therefore regarded as a useful clue for finding hydrocar
bon-bearing areas and for mproving exploration efficiency
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